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1. Seppel is told that “faith and a good horse will carry you far.” How is this 
demonstrated throughout the story? 

 
2. The old German words “Was sehrt, das lehrt” appear several times in 

Kingdom of the Birds. In what ways does this saying prove true in Seppel’s 
life? In what ways have these words proved true in your life? 

 
3. According to Captain von Berlepsch, “A successful master never makes 

unreasonable demands.” In what context was this advice given? In what ways 
does this philosophy apply to other situations in the story?  

 
4. At times Sir Georg behaves in ways “unbecoming a knight.” What were some 

of these unknightly actions? How did this behavior make Seppel’s job more 
difficult?  

 
5. Ilse is outraged when she first sees Seppel with the family sword, but later she 

gives Seppel that very sword. What causes her change of attitude? 
  

6. Sir Georg, Captain von Berlepsch, Dame Adela, and Frau Gunda each had 
strong opinions about what is important in life. What did each one seem to 
value most? Explain the similarities and differences in their views.  

 
7. Compassion was a theme throughout Kingdom of the Birds. How did each of 

the characters experience compassion, either in showing or in being shown 
compassion? 

 
8. Many scenes in the story involved the search for freedom. How did Sir Georg, 

Ilse, and Seppel each react upon being granted some degree of freedom?  In 
what ways was freedom different from what each one expected? 

 
9. What dangers did travelers face in the 1500s? How does this compare with the 

risks of travel today? 
 

10. The society described in Kingdom of the Birds places different expectations 
on each of the social classes. Which characters struggled with these 
expectations? What is expected from you in today’s society? 


