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How to Use These Lessons

Dear Teachers and Pastors:

Thank you for engaging your middle school religion class or confirmation students in discovering more about 
the Reformation and their faith using Hilda Demuth-Lutze’s historical novel Kingdom of the Birds. The topics 
of these six lessons connect major themes from the book to Reformation principles and apply those principles to 
situations of everyday life.  You may limit your exploration to the topics offered here or use this format to add 
new topics of your own.  

Ideally, you would assign the novel to be read by a family together, but this is not possible in every setting. 
Students should finish the book—or at least read far enough to know that “Sir Georg” is actually Martin 
Luther--before beginning these lessons.  

Each lesson contains the following elements:

Delving Deeper (individual activity)
This section invites each student to reflect more deeply on a particular aspect of the novel.  They could 
complete this section on their own and be prepared to discuss their answers together in class.

What Luther Says (small group activity)
This section invites each student to reflect with other members of the family, or perhaps with a small group in 
the classroom, on the sayings and writings of Martin Luther himself.  The reflection time with family allows an 
opportunity for the adults in the students’ lives to share their faith, which is important to the development of 
mature faith in young people.

Other Voices  (whole class activity)
This section invites students to reflect on the writings and drawings from other Christian voices (most of whom 
have been directly influenced by the thought and writings of Martin Luther).  Many of the reflection questions 
in this section involve “brainstorming” that should be done by the whole class if possible.

*   *   *

Most, if not all, of the reflection questions are intentionally open-ended.  If students are used to “right” and 
“wrong” answers, then the adult leader should point out that in most cases the discussion is more important than 
finding the “right” answer.  Engaging in lively discussions of faith can keep young people interested in the 
Church long after they are confirmed or complete their middle school religion classes.  

The lessons are organized by topic and are presented in the order in which the concepts appear in the novel. 
However, you may use them in any order.  Each lesson is grounded in Scripture, and the reflection questions 
include at least one Bible passage to read.  May you be as blessed in using these lessons as I was in preparing 
them.  
                                                                                                                      Dr. Luke Bouman

(Dr. Luke Bouman, M.Div., D.Min, is a widely-read author of sermons and preaching helps for online outlets,  
including Goettinger Predigten Online and Textweek.com, and  periodicals such  as “Currents in Theology and 
Mission” and “Lectionary Homiletics.”  A graduate of Valparaiso University and classmate of author Hilda 
Demuth-Lutze, Dr. Bouman served as pastor for Lutheran congregations for 20 years and as an administrator 
for Valparaiso University.  At present Dr. Bouman works as a writer and consultant for churches. He and his 
wife Kathy reside in Valparaiso, Indiana.) 



Kingdom of the Birds
Worksheets for Family or Classroom

Prayer: Giving Thanks to God

Delve Deeper into the Book:  
Read the following passages from “Kingdom of the Birds”

Write the answers to the following questions on a separate piece of paper:

1. Sir Georg/Luther thanks God for his food both before and after he eats.  Why do you think he does this?
2. Seppel does not realize that remembering the events of the day is a form of prayer.  How do you 

remember the events of your day in thanksgiving to God?
3. Martin Luther had a sense that through Jesus, God has made common things very holy.  Beside our 

common meals, what special meal features Jesus as both host and guest?
4. Sir Georg/Luther is not only thankful to God, but also to Gunda for the food.  Who provides you with 

your food at home or at a restaurant?  Have you ever thought of thanking God for those people?

What Luther Says:
Read the following passage from Martin Luther’s Writings to learn more about listening to God.

“Come, young friend, break bread with me.”  He sat down beside me, closed his eyes, and bowed his head. 
To this day I remember how that simple table prayer affected me.  The knight spoke as if the Lord 

Jesus himself sat at the table among us. (KOTB p.32)
*   *   *

When I retired to my chamber that night, I knelt at the window and tried to pray the way Sir Georg did, as if  
Our Lord were in the room beside me.  Instead of feeling the presence of God, I kept recalling the events of  
my first day at the Wartburg.  (KOTB p. 34)

*   *   *
 I sat on the stool with the tray on my knees and waited for Sir Georg to set down his quill.  After we finished 
our meal and returned thanks to God, the knight said,  “Now, Seppel, what an adventure we shall have.  I  
am eager to see more of the Wartburg.” (KOTB p.48)

*   *   *
As we approached the kitchen, the knight told us a story of a little man who climbed a tree to see a 

great teacher, Jesus of Nazareth.  “Just as Jesus invited Himself into the home of Zaccheus, so he invites  
Himself into our homes and hearts.  Our Lord is both host and guest.  When we welcome Him, we share the 
feast that only He can provide.” (KOTB p. 49)

*   *   *
The knight smiled.  “Did not Our Lord teach us to ask for our daily bread?  Do you not provide all of us in 
the castle with that which sustains our bodies?”

The cook’s floury brow was furrowed, her mouth open in suspicion.
“Good Frau Gunda, by the very nature of your calling you are an answer to prayer.  Gott sei dank–

God be thanked for you.” (KOTB p. 49)

From The Small Catechism

“

“

Give us this day our daily bread.”
 What does this mean?
Answer: To be sure, God provides daily bread, even to the wicked, without our prayer, but we pray in this petition 

that God may make us aware of his gifts and enable us to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.
What is meant by daily bread?
Answer: Everything required to satisfy our bodily needs, such as food and clothing, house and home, fields and 

flocks, money and property; a pious spouse and good children, trustworthy servants, godly and faithful rulers, good 
government; seasonable weather, peace and health, order and honor; true friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.



Discuss the following about Martin Luther’s writing with your class or at home with your family.

1. Martin Luther says that God provides the gifts of “daily bread” even when people do not pray for them. 
Why do you think we should pray for something we know we will get anyway?

2. Look at all the things that Martin Luther lists as part of what it means to pray for “daily bread.”  Make a 
list of ways that you can be more conscious of these things in your prayers of thanksgiving at mealtime.

3. Martin Luther ends his list of things that God gives to satisfy our daily needs with “and the like.”  With 
your family or class, brainstorm a longer list of things that you are thankful that God provides.

Other Voices:
Read these passages from other famous Christians.

Discuss the following questions with your class or family:

1. If there were no God, many things would be missing from our lives.  Sometimes we take these things for 
granted.  What things that you count on every day would you miss most without God?

2. C. S. Lewis suggests that earthly comfort is not the sort that is supplied in heaven.  What sort of comfort 
is supplied in heaven?  What might that comfort be?

3. Read 1Thessalonians 5:16-18.  How hard do you think it is to do what Paul is recommending here?  Can 
you think of a circumstance where it would be difficult to rejoice or 
give thanks?

4. Martin Luther wrote prayers to be used by the family before and after 
mealtime.  With your family or class discuss your mealtime prayers, 
and in the space below write two prayers, one to be used at the start of 
the meal, and one to be used at its conclusion.  Consider using these 
prayers occasionally as your mealtime prayers alongside the others 
you already know.

  

Artwork on this page © Daniel W Erlander (www.danielerlander.com) Used by permission.

“You need to be bold in another way to speak the second half [of 
the Lord’s Prayer]. Give us. Forgive us. Don’t test us. Deliver us.  
It if takes guts to face the omnipotence that is God’s it takes  
perhaps no less to face the impotence that is ours.  We can do 
nothing without God.  We can have nothing without God. 
Without God we are nothing.  It is only the words ‘Our Father’  
that make the prayer bearable.”
-- Frederick Buechner (From Whistling in the Dark)

“It is quite useless knocking at  
the door of heaven for earthly 
comfort; it’s not the sort of  
comfort they supply there.”

-- C. S. Lewis (From Letters 
of C. S. Lewis)

http://www.danielerlander.com/


Kingdom of the Birds
Worksheets for Family or Classroom

Salvation by Grace Alone

Delve Deeper into the Book:  
Read the following passages from “Kingdom of the Birds”

Write the answers to the following questions on a separate piece of paper:
1. An indulgence was a churchly pardon from the earthly punishments of sin.  Why did Martin Luther/Sir 

Georg object to the selling of these pardons?  
2. Martin Luther/Sir Georg insisted that God’s grace and forgiveness are a gift.  Does it make sense to pay 

someone who gives you a gift?  How would you feel if someone tried to pay you for a gift?
3. Why does Seppel think his father is in Purgatory?  What does he think will happen if someone says 

Mass (another word for a communion worship service) for his father? What in Sir Georg’s 
pronouncement about the Gospel suggests that Seppel need not worry about a priest to say “Mass”?

What Luther Says:
Read the following passage from Martin Luther’s Writings to learn more about listening to God.

Captain von Berlepsch rolled up the imperial proclamation and tossed it carelessly aside.  “Four 
years ago Martin Luther posted a set of theses, public statements in which he objected to the selling of  
pardons by the Pope.  These indulgences, as they are called, are–“

”–a knavish trick,” Sir Georg cut in, “designed to swindle the ignorant and fatten the purses of  
Rome.”  He turned to me.  “I ask you, Seppel, can the grace of God be bought and sold like a pair of boots 
or a loaf of bread?  Yet Rome would have us believe that the purchase of a piece of paper actually grants the 
buyer forgiveness of sins.  Pay your money and redeem yourself from many years in Purgatory, cry the 
indulgence sellers in the market square.”  

The knight picked up a rolled document from the table.  “You there in the crowd, are you not a loyal 
son?  Will you not offer part of your inheritance to release your dear father from Purgatory?  Remember 
this, my friends–When money in the coffer sings/ Another soul to Heaven springs!”  (KOTB p. 45)

*   *   *
The knight made a gesture of emptiness, hands apart.  “No crusade, no pilgrimage, no gold or lands, 

no act of a man can ever make him worthy of God’s forgiveness.  The law of God tells us that we are all  
sinners.  We all fall short.”

Except for the crackling of the fire, the room was silent.  Even Gunda stood absolutely still.  Achingly  
I thought of my father in Purgatory.  I touched the pouch under my tunic.  Why had I not yet found a priest  
to say that Mass?

“What the poet does not sing,” said Sir Georg softly, “is the Gospel.”  He cupped his hands 
together.  “The grace of God is given to us in full measure.    Forgiveness cannot be purchased or earned. 
The gift is ours through faith alone.” (KOTB p.51)

From “On the Councils and the Church” 1539

If the council grants us that the grace of Christ alone 
saves us and does not also grant us the conclusion and 
deduction that works do not save us, but maintains that  
works are necessary for satisfaction or for righteousness, 
then the first that was granted to us is thereby again taken 
from us, namely, that grace alone, without works, saves us. 
Thus we keep nothing, and the evil is made worse.

From The Small Catechism

At great cost he has saved and 
redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
person.  He has freed me from sin,  
death and the power of the devil – not  
with silver or gold, but with his holy  
and precious blood and innocent  
suffering and death.



Discuss the following about Martin Luther’s writing with your class or at home with your family.
1. People rarely think that they can give God or the Church money in exchange for God’s grace anymore. 

What are some ways that people try to bargain for God’s forgiveness?  (Example: “God, if you get me 
out of this, then I will go to church every Sunday.”)

2. What was the cost of our salvation according to the Small Catechism?  Who paid this cost?
3. If good works are not necessary for our salvation, then what is the point of being good at all?  Why not 

just do as we please?

Other Voices
Read these passages from other famous Christians:

Discuss the following questions with your class or family:

1. Make a list of everyday common things that are gifts from God that cannot be earned, bought or sold.
2. Lutherans even think of faith itself as a gift from God.  How is faith something that God gives you rather 

than something that you learn or do?  Is there anything we can do apart from God?
3. Read Ephesians 2:8-10.  What does this passage say about grace and good works?
4. The picture below depicts grace as given in Baptism, signified by the sign of the cross that is “branded” 

on our foreheads to show that we have been adopted by God.  How does the understanding of Baptism 
as adoption by God show that we are saved by grace?

Artwork on this page © Daniel W Erlander 
(www.danielerlander.com) Used by 
permission

“Grace is something you can never get but only be given.  
There’s no way to earn it or deserve it or bring it about any more 
than you can deserve the taste of raspberries and cream or earn 
good looks or bring about your own birth…A crucial eccentricity  
of the Christian faith is the assertion that people are saved by 
grace.  There’s nothing YOU have to do.  There’s nothing you 
HAVE to do.  There’s nothing you have to DO.”
Frederick Buechner – From Wishful Thinking

“St. Augustine says, “God 
gives where He finds empty 
hands.” A man whose hands 
are full of parcels can’t receive  
a gift.

C. S. Lewis – From “Letters 
to an American Lady”

http://www.danielerlander.com/


Kingdom of the Birds
Worksheets for Family or Classroom

Sabbath: Encountering God in Rest

Delve Deeper into the Book:  
Read the following passage from “Kingdom of the Birds”

Write the answers to the following questions on a separate piece of paper:

1. Why do you think that Sir Georg/Luther lived his life in such a hurry?
2. Do you think he liked the idea of God slowing him down?
3. How did slowing down help Sir Georg/Luther listen better to God?
4. Sir Georg/Luther uses the image of the sun which can warm a still pool better than a running stream. 

How does this help you to understand how God’s word requires us to be still at times?  What other 
images can you think of that illustrate this concept?

What Luther Says:
Read the following passages from Martin Luther’s Writings to learn more about listening to God.

The crevice through which we threaded our way grew so narrow that the knight’s shoulders brushed 
first one wall, then the other, as he stepped over the little torrent of the brook.  A sharp turn of the path 
revealed a silver stream pouring down a steep cliff.  We stood heedless of the mist that dampened our faces 
and hair.  Beyond the waterfall the ravine widened slightly, and we came upon a tiny pool shimmering 
alongside the brook.  The pool was so still that we could see the full circle of the sun undulating slowly on its  
surface.  

Sir Georg crouched at the edge of the pool, elbows on his knees, eyes fixed on the bright reflection. I 
crouched beside him, and when I turned my gaze toward my companion, his head was bowed and his eyes 
were closed.  I do not know how long he remained in silent thought or prayer, but when at last he stirred, my 
knees creaked stiffly as I rose.

“Ah, Seppel,” the knight said dreamily, “for years I filled my days and nights with activity in my zeal  
to do God’s will.  I worked long and slept little.  I ended every letter with ‘yours in haste,’ for even as I 
wrote my signature on one page I was turning my mind to the next.”  

He ran a hand through his cropped hair.  “When I first came to the Wartburg, I felt only the absence 
of friends and colleagues, the loss of the accustomed rhythms of my life.  Now I understand that this is all  
part of a greater plan.  I have been brought into the wilderness to learn God’s will.”

Sir Georg nodded toward the pool.  “Can you understand, Seppel, that God’s Word is like the sun? 
In a still pond we see it clearly and its light warms the water.  But in the rushing current we cannot see it as  
well, nor can it warm that water.”  

The knight’s eyes glistened. “When we wish to be illumined and warmed, we must go to where we 
may be still.  There we can see clearly.  Surely then our hearts will be filled with fire and light.” (KOTB p. 70)

From the Large Catechism

Since so much depends on God’s Word  
that no holy day is sanctified without it,  
we must realize that God insists upon a 
strict observance of this commandment  
and will punish all who despise his Word 
and refuse to hear and learn it,  
especially at the times appointed.

Breaking the Third Commandment from “Personal Prayer Book”

• Whoever does not listen to God’s word or try to understand 
it.

• Whoever does not offer prayer to God.
• Whoever does not regard all he does as God’s work.
• Whoever, in all he does and endures, does not quietly allow 

God to do with him as he pleases.
• Whoever does not help the other person do all this and does  

not restrain him from doing otherwise.



Discuss the following questions about Martin Luther’s writing with your class or at home with your 
family.

1. What does listening to God’s Word have to do with a day of rest?
2. Can you go to worship, hear a sermon, and still “refuse to hear God’s Word and learn it”?
3. What things get in the way of your family listening to God’s Word?  What can you do to make listening 

to God’s Word and understanding it a priority in your life?

Other Voices:
Read these passages from other famous Christians.

Discuss the following questions with your class or family:

1. What do these quotes add to your understanding of the need to listen to God and take part in Sabbath 
rest?

2. Read Exodus 20:8-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15.  What do these two passages say are the reasons why 
God gives us Sabbath rest?  For what other reasons might God have given us Sabbath rest?

3. Look at the picture below.  What does this picture add to your understanding of Sabbath rest?

Artwork on this page © Daniel W Erlander (www.danielerlander.com) Used 
by permission.

“Even now, some Christians have trouble listening to God.  Many of us 
prefer to speak.  Our corporate [in worship] prayers are punctuated 
with phrases such as ‘Hear us, Lord’ or ‘Lord, hear our prayer,’ as if  
the burden to listen were on God and not on us.  We name our  
concerns, giving God suggestions on what to do about them.  What  
reversal of power might occur if we turned the process around, naming 
our concerns and asking God to tell us what to do about them? ‘Speak,  
Lord, for your servants are listening.’”
-- Barbara Brown Taylor (From When God is Silent)

“Our hearts are restless until  
they rest in you, O Lord.”
-- St. Augustine
 (From The Confessions) 

 

http://www.danielerlander.com/


Kingdom of the Birds
Worksheets for Family or Classroom

The Fourth Commandment: Parent & Child

Delve Deeper into the Book:  
Read the following passages from “Kingdom of the Birds”

Write the answers to the following questions on a separate piece of paper:
1. Ilse has many conflicts throughout the book with her father, Captain von Berlepsch.  Do you think Ilse 

loves her father?  How do you demonstrate love for parents when you are fighting with them?
2. Seppel doesn’t have the same conflicts with his family that Ilse has with hers.  Why do you think this is? 
3. How does Seppel show that he loves his family even when he is away from them?
4. How do the people at the Wartburg Castle become a substitute family for Seppel?  Whom do you know 

that needs a substitute family?

What Luther Says:
Read the following passages from Martin Luther’s Writings to learn more about listening to God.

Ilse frowned.  “I don't care for those old stories.” She gestured toward the valley.  “I have a fast horse and a 
good road.  I’ll meet you at the Dragon’s Gorge.”

The captain said, “You will ride with me until I tell you to do otherwise.”
Abruptly the white mare wheeled and pulled up in front of the captain’s bay, which snorted and plunged to a  

stop.  The two horses stood with muzzles nearly touching, pale and dark nostrils flaring. Sir Georg and I reined in our 
mounts and watched the captain and his daughter.

Ilse lifted her chin.  “Why did you teach me to ride if you won't allow me to do so?”
She and her father glared at one another across their horses’ necks.  The bay shifted his weight, and the bridle  

jangled.  
The captain gave a curt nod. “Ilse, I order you to ride to the Dragon’s Gorge.”
It was comical to see her puzzle over those words.  Then she scowled at her father, wheeled Eisblume, and 

galloped away down the mountain.
Captain von Berlepsch turned to Sir Georg.  “Raising a daughter takes more effort than any military  

campaign.”  (KOTB pp. 64-65)

The words stirred a sudden longing for other voices.  What was Mother doing back home in Spalt?  
Were Renata and Ludmilla and Annchen out in the woods today, shrieking and pelting one another with  
hazelnuts?  

My whole world seemed bounded by the walls of the Wartburg.  All my waking hours were filled with 
the family von Berlepsch and their servants and their secret.   I felt ashamed of neglecting my own family,  
even if only in thought.  (KOTB p. 102)

The Fourth Commandment 
(Small Catechism)

“Honor your father and your 
mother.
What does this mean for us?
We are to fear and love God so 
that we do not despise or anger 
our parents and others in 
authority, but respect, obey,  
love, and serve them.”

From the Large Catechism

“In addition, it would be well to preach to parents on the nature of their office,  
how they should treat those committed to their authority… Parents should 
consider that they owe obedience to God, and that, above all, they should 
earnestly and faithfully discharge the duties of their office, not only to provide 
for the material support of their children, servants, subjects, etc., but especially  
to bring them up to the praise and honor of God.  Therefore do not imagine that  
the parental office is a matter of your pleasure and whim. It is a strict  
commandment and injunction of God, who holds you accountable for it.”



Discuss the following about Martin Luther’s writing with your class or at home with your family.
1. Martin Luther’s explanation of the Fourth Commandment states that to keep this commandment we 

must obey not only our parents but also others in authority.  Make a list together of others in authority 
that you need to obey.

2. What happens if your parents or someone in authority tells you to do something that you know is 
wrong?  Discuss with your class or family what you should do in that event.

3. In the Large Catechism, Luther is clear that the fourth commandment is not only about how children 
should honor parents and authorities, but also how those in authority are to treat children and those 
“under” them.  Discuss together how God expects those in authority to act.

Other Voices:
Read these passages from other famous Christians.

Discuss the following questions with your class or family:
1. Walter Wangerin, Jr. suggests that grief at losing their children to adulthood is part of the reason parents 

find themselves in conflict with their children.  What grief and anticipated sadness do Ilse and her father 
feel that might be contributing to their conflicts?  What sadness will there be in your family as you grow 
up and move away from home?

2. How are Ilse and Seppel both torn between childhood and adulthood?  How are you torn between being 
a kid and being a grown-up?  Who is there who can help you as you try to move between one world and 
the next?

3. Read Exodus 20:12 and Deuteronomy 5:16.  What does God say will happen if you keep the Fourth 
Commandment?  Do we ever stop needing to honor our parents?

4. The picture below illustrates the ending of the story of the “Prodigal Son.”  Read that story (Luke 15:11-
32).  How do both sons in the story end up on the “outside?”  What does the father do in both cases? 
How does forgiveness help both parents and children? 

Artwork on this page © Daniel W Erlander 
(www.danielerlander.com) Used by permission.

“O my daughter, I do feel sad at your growing independence, even as I  
marvel and thank the Lord that it should be – for how would you 
survive without such strength?  But you, like adolescents everywhere  
and every-when, use the differences between us as if they were knives  
to cut us apart…This is what I think: if I weren’t hurting to lose you,  
neither would I love you.  It is a sign: my grief reveals my love, dear 
daughter.  The one is equal to the other.”

Walter Wangerin, Jr. – From Mourning Into Dancing

“Being not quite a child and not  
quite a grown-up is hard work,  
and they [adolescents] look it.  
Living in two worlds at once is no 
picnic.”

Frederick Buechner – From 
Whistling in the Dark

http://www.danielerlander.com/


Kingdom of the Birds
Worksheets for Family or Classroom

Servanthood: Lifting up the Lowly

Delve Deeper into the Book:  
Read the following passages from “Kingdom of the Birds”

Write the answers to the following questions on a separate piece of paper:

1. Get your Bible and read Luke 1:46-55.  What does Mary’s song say about how God turns the world 
upside-down?

2. Sir Georg/Luther took an interest in common people.  Whom do you know that most people ignore or 
take no interest in?  What would happen to them if you tried to befriend them?   What would happen to 
you?

3. St. Martin, after whom Martin Luther was named, famously noticed a beggar and gave him half of his 
cloak.  Who are the beggars in your world?  Where do they live?  What can you do to notice them and 
help them?

4. Who are the powerful people in your world?  How do these people show that they are willing to “serve 
those they are called to protect?”

What Luther Says:
Read the following passage from Martin Luther’s Writings to learn more about listening to God.

I leaned out to see how the captain would respond.   “Has the world turned upside-down? Knights who 
preach to the servants.  Daughters who contradict their fathers–“ Suddenly his eye caught mine.  Too late I 
drew back from the door.  “And pages who spy on their lords.” (KOTB p. 52)

*   *   *
“Now, Seppel, what if Our Lord Jesus had taken no notice of commoners?  Why, he delighted in speaking to 
simple people–‘Consider the lilies,’ he said to them, and ‘Think of the birds of the air.’ He told stories of lost 
coins and lost sheep, all most simple things indeed.”  (KOTB p. 68)

*   *   *
“My friends, on this day we mark the feast of Saint Martin, who was a soldier like ourselves.  God 

gives us saints not as intercessors, but as examples.  What do we learn from the example of the soldier 
Martin?  All of us remember his most famous act.  Upon seeing a beggar shivering in the cold, Martin drew 
his sword, cut his cloak in half, and shared it with the one in need.”

The knight looked up and down the long table.  “How many other soldiers had already ridden past  
that beggar without seeing him?  How many of us stride along each day wrapped in our own cares? 
Occupied with what appears to be our duty, we look neither to the right nor to the left.  How then will we 
ever know whether God has other plans for us?” (KOTB p. 110)

*   *   *
The knight murmured, “Lady von Berlepsch tells me that in the giving of the Rosenbrot, the nobility  

are reminded of their duty.” He looked out over the crowd.  “It is important for those in power to show their  
willingness to serve those whom they are called to protect.”  (KOTB p. 111)

From “An Exposition on the Magnificat”

But our wretched unbelief always hinders God from 
working such works in us, and ourselves from experiencing 
and knowing them. We desire to be filled and have plenty 
of everything before hunger and want arrive. We lay up 
provision against future hunger and need, so that we no 
longer have need of God and His works. What sort of faith  
is that which trusts in God, when all the while you feel and 
know that you have goods laid up to help yourself?

From “Confession Concerning Christ’s Supper”

Above these three institutions and orders is the  
common order of Christian love, in which one serves 
not only the three orders, but also serves every needy 
person in general with all kinds of benevolent deeds,  
such as feeding the hungry, giving drink to the  
thirsty, forgiving enemies, praying for all men on 
earth, suffering all kinds of evil on earth, etc.

e

 
Behold, all of these are called good and holy 



Discuss the following about Martin Luther’s writing with your class or at home with your family.
1. How do you think Luther would have us strike a balance between saving for the future and being 

prepared on the one hand, and trusting in God on the other hand?  Can you do both at the same time?
2. How does hunger help us to know that we must trust and depend on God?
3. Luther commended people to do “good and holy works” but reminded them always that good works 

don’t help save us before God.  If good works don’t “get you into heaven,” why should anyone want to 
do them?

Other Voices:
Read these passages from other famous Christians.

Discuss the following questions with your class or family:
1. In our world, we often idolize those who are the best, on top, the rich and famous.  How hard is it in our 

world to see things the way Rob Bell says Jesus sees them?  Does that mean we should no longer try to 
be the best?

2. Walt Wangerin suggests that no person we meet is unimportant.  Since we can’t stop and care for every 
person we pass, how can we determine which people are the ones God has placed in our lives for us to 
serve?  

3. How can we be sure to build others up instead of tearing them down?
4. Look at the picture below.  It reminds us that many 

people do not practice the serving aspects of Christian 
faith very much.  Serving is hard and demanding work. 
What motivation do we need to make sure that we do 
not become “lazy” in our response to God’s grace?

Artwork on this page © Daniel W Erlander (www.danielerlander.com) 
Used by permission

“In the book of Luke he [Jesus] says, “I am among you as one 
who serves.” (Luke 22:27)  He not only refers to himself as a  
servant, sent to serve others, but he teaches his disciples that  
the greatest in his kingdom are the ones who serve. (John 13) 
For Jesus, everything is upside-down.  The best and greatest  
and most important are the ones who humble themselves, set  
their needs and desires aside, and selflessly serve others.
-- Rob Bell  (From Velvet Elvis: Repainting the Christian 
Faith) 

“Every time you meet another human being 
you have the opportunity. It’s a chance at  
holiness.  For you will do one of two things,  
then.  Either you will build him up or you 
will tear him down…And the things you 
dignify or deny are God’s own property.  
They are made, each one of them, in his own 
image.”  
-- Walter Wangerin, Jr. (From Ragman)

http://www.danielerlander.com/


Kingdom of the Birds
Worksheets for Family or Classroom

Vocation: What is God Calling You to Be and Do?

Delve Deeper into the Book:  
Read the following passages from “Kingdom of the Birds”

Write the answers to the following questions on a separate piece of paper:
1. In a letter on page 75, uncle Spalatin reminds Seppel that it isn’t just “church” people like pastors who 

have callings.  Everyone is called to perform his/her duties willingly and well.  What duties do you have 
that you are called to perform willingly and well?

2. Gunda is one of many examples in this book of a person who takes her calling seriously.  Have you ever 
thought of someone as called by God to be a cook?  Is everyone called by God?  Why or why not?

3. Seppel struggles throughout the last half of the book to understand what his calling is.  Is this normal for 
someone who is 14 years old?  How do you know what your future calling might be?

4. Why is it important not to let people choose your calling for you?  Who is there to help you with your 
calling, even if they don’t choose it for you?

What Luther Says:
Read the following passage from Martin Luther’s Writings to learn more about listening to God.

Good Sir Georg often reminds me that not only priests but all believers are called to serve God.  We 
are called to perform our duties willingly and well, for in serving others we serve Our Lord.  (KOTB p. 75)

*   *   *
Duke Johann squinted at the cook.  “You have served at the Wartburg for some time, is that not so?” 

He glanced at the captain.  “Good Frau, would you consider a position at the Saxon court?”
Gunda crossed her massive arms.  “I was born at the Wartburg,” she said.  “I will die at the 

Wartburg.  I will let no fool dare to keep me from my calling.”
There was a stunned silence in the Singers’ Hall.
The nobleman and the cook stared at one another across the high table.  Then Duke Johann 

chuckled.  “Spoken like a true Thuringian.”  He raised his tankard.  “Let no fools dare to keep us from our 
calling.”  (KOTB p. 92)

*   *   *
How soon would I be forced to strip off the attire of a page and don the clothes of a village boy?  I  

did not know whether such clothing would fit me now.  I had no chosen trade, no skills beyond a few years of  
schooling.  Everyone else in the castle had a place here.  In my head I heard Gunda’s words: “I was born at  
the Wartburg.  I will die at the Wartburg.  Let no fool keep me from my calling.”  (KOTB pp. 151-2)

*   *   *
I had not expected this response.  “I had hoped that you would tell me what to do, sir.”
Still Captain von Berlepsch did not turn to face me. “Young Burkhardt, I have no more power over 

you than I have over him.  When you leave my household, I cannot choose your path.” (KOTB p. 152)

From a Letter to Lazarus Spengler
“Whoever believes in his vocation will definitely have all necessary 
devotion, desire, and daring, because it is impossible for him who 
is certain of his calling not to take into consideration the power of  
grace...

g

  But what else is this than saying: I want to be obedient to  
my God and serve my neighbor? This intention, however, is  
devotion; it is the desire to become devout and to do good or to 
improve oneself—unless it could not be called devotion or the 
desire [to be devout], if I am willing to obey God.”

Attributed to Luther, Source 
Unknown

“A Christian cobbler makes 
excellent shoes, not inferior  
shoes with crosses on them.” 



Discuss the following about Martin Luther’s writing with your class or at home with your family.
1. Martin Luther felt that a person’s call was tied to Jesus’ Great Commandment, loving God by serving 

the neighbor.  As you think about what you want to do with your life, how will you love God and serve 
your neighbor by doing it?

2. What do you think of Martin Luther’s idea that more callings than “the ministry” are holy?  Can you 
think of some things people do to earn money that are “disreputable”?  What makes them different from 
other callings?

3. How is a pursuit of excellence part of fulfilling your calling from God?  What does it mean to do 
everything with excellence in mind at school?  At home?  At work?

Other Voices:
Read these passages from other famous Christians.

Discuss the following questions with your class or family:

1. Many of you may be some years away from deciding which “calling” from God you will follow.  If you 
were to decide now, where do you think the intersection of your deep gladness and the world’s deep 
hunger might be in your life?

2. What should you do if your deep gladness is in an area where you have no skill or aptitude? (For 
example, I might like to play basketball, but can’t dribble, pass or shoot, no matter how much I 
practice.)  Is this truly where your deep gladness lies?

3. Read Ephesians 4:1-16.  What does this passage say about living out our “calling” from God?
4. Some people think they have to be doing something religious in order to be fulfilling a calling from 

God.  What do you think of this idea?  Can you make a list of “non-religious” things that God calls 
people to do?  Are these things really “non-religious”?  (See the picture below for some ideas.)

Artwork on this page © Daniel W Erlander (www.danielerlander.com) Used by permission

“Vocation.  It comes from the Latin VOCARE, to call, and 
means the work a man is called to by God.  There are different  
kinds of voices calling you to different kinds of work, and the  
problem is to find out which is the voice of God rather than the 
voice of Society, say, or the Superego, or Self Interest… The 
place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and 
the world’s deep hunger meet.”
Frederick Buechner – From Wishful Thinking

“If you are a priest – not only on 
Sunday, but throughout the week,  
and not only in the church, but at  
work or at home – what you do 
during the week is not a job, but a 
CALLING.”
Michael Horton – From Putting 
Amazing Back Into Grace
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